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A member of the Nebraska National Guard, 

he had served in both Bosnia and Kuwait. Be-
cause of these recent deployments, he was 
not required to go to Iraq. But as a single man 
with no children, he volunteered so other sol-
diers would not have to leave their families. 

At the funeral service at Morning Star Bap-
tist Church in North Omaha, Pastor Leroy 
Adams said to us ‘‘I look across this sanctuary 
and see America . . . One Nation, under God, 
in a Church, and Germaine brought us to-
gether. . . . It’s not how long you live—it’s 
how well you live. 

His friends recalled Germaine’s love for life, 
selflessness, and compassion for others. 
Germaine’s mother, Priscilla, said her son 
‘‘died a proud soldier.’’ Our Nation will be for-
ever grateful to Sgt. Germaine Debro. 
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IN HONOR OF BISHOP F. JOSEPH 
GOSSMAN’S RETIREMENT AND 
WELCOMING BISHOP MICHAEL F. 
BURBIDGE TO THE RALEIGH DIO-
CESE OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 21, 2006 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to offer thanks for the life and 
work of Bishop F. Joseph Gossman in the Ra-
leigh Diocese of the Roman Catholic Church 
and to welcome his successor, Bishop Michael 
F. Burbidge, whose installation I attended at 
Meymandi Concert Hall in Raleigh last month. 
It was a grand event, dedicated to the glory of 
God. The community is indebted to Father 
Gerald Lewis, General Chair of the Planning 
Committee, and others who so carefully and 
lovingly prepared this service. 

Bishop Gossman led the Roman Catholic di-
ocese for 31 years in Raleigh, becoming the 
longest-serving diocesan bishop in the United 
States. The diocese grew from about 38,000 
members in 1975 to 200,000 in 2005, with 62 
new churches dedicated during that time. 
Priests who worked with Bishop Gossman de-
scribe him as collaborative and collegial, ge-
nial and gentle. But he was a warrior on 
issues to which his faith spoke. He supported 
the right of factory and farm workers to orga-
nize, spoke out against the death penalty, and 
stood up for civil rights and social justice. In 
recent years, he addressed the divisive issue 
of immigration, advocating for laws that re-
spect the human rights of immigrants and pre-
serve the unity of their families, and paid spe-
cial attention to the spiritual needs of North 
Carolina’s growing Latino population. 

Bishop Gossman broke new ground in pro-
moting and participating in ecumenical and 
interfaith dialogue. He moved women into 
more and more responsible leadership posi-
tions; eight of the parishes in the diocese are 
now headed by women. Noting that his leader-
ship drew on expectations flowing from the 
Vatican Council of the 1960s, William Powell, 
historian of North Carolina Catholics, recently 
recalled what Bishop Gossman said when 
asked how he would like to be remembered: 
As someone who loved people and . . . who 
let people breathe, not just the air of the 
Church but the air of life. 

Joseph Gossman leaves a rich legacy, not 
only of burgeoning parishes and schools, but 

also of countless lives touched and enriched 
by his witness and his ministry. I join a grate-
ful community in wishing him health, happi-
ness, and many rewarding years to come. 

Bishop Michael Burbidge comes to Raleigh 
from Philadelphia, PA with a rich history in the 
church despite his relative youth. He studied 
for the priesthood at the Saint Charles 
Borromeo Seminary and subsequently served 
as parish priest, school chaplain, seminary 
dean, and administrative secretary to the 
Archbishop of Philadelphia. More recently 
Bishop Burbidge has led in the formation of fu-
ture priests as Rector of St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary and has served as an auxiliary 
bishop of Philadelphia with oversight duties 
ranging from the Secretariat for Clergy to the 
Office for Communications. 

Bishop Burbidge thus brings a wealth of ex-
perience to the Diocese of Raleigh, where he 
has invited the faithful ‘‘to join him in his pray-
er for grace always to ‘walk humbly with God,’ 
in loyalty and fidelity, trusting the past to His 
mercy, the present to His love, and the future 
to His providence.’’ He has made an auspi-
cious beginning, and the citizens of North 
Carolina welcome him warmly and wish for 
him grace and strength in the work he has un-
dertaken. 

f 

CELEBRATING KPMG LLP’S 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY IN PHILADELPHIA 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 21, 2006 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contributions made by KPMG, 
LLP to Philadelphia, our people, our busi-
nesses, and the health of American capital 
markets, and do so on the occasion of the 
firm’s 100th anniversary in our city. 

In 1906, Marwick, Mitchell & Co. opened its 
doors on Chestnut Street. Marwick, Mitchell & 
Co. was then a small accounting firm with less 
than a handful of partners. In the last 100 
years, Philadelphia has added greatly to its 
history as the birthplace of the American re-
public to its renown as one of the nation’s 
leading ports, centers of commerce, and home 
to many Fortune 500 companies. Marwick, 
Mitchell & Co. grew with Philadelphia and is 
known today as KPMG. 

Throughout its history, KPMG has been an 
outstanding citizen of Philadelphia. Today, 
KPMG is one of the oldest and largest profes-
sional services firms in the city, employing 
more than 850 professionals headquartered, 
on Market Street and providing a variety of 
audit, tax, and advisory services to the public 
and private sectors. 

KPMG’s partners and employees serve as 
officers, directors and volunteers for many of 
Philadelphia’s philanthropic and charitable or-
ganizations. Earlier this year, KPMG spon-
sored the ‘‘City Hall in Bloom’’ spring planting. 
As part of the event, more than 200 KPMG 
volunteers joined students from the Bach-Mar-
tin Elementary School in clearing, cleaning 
and preparing beds for more that 8,500 flow-
ers plants and trees in the largest volunteer 
clean-up ever mounted at City Hall. There are 
many other examples of KPMG’s vol-
unteerism. Employees helped paint the interior 
of Bach-Martin school and created a new 

mural for the entrance. The firm also has as-
sisted the ‘‘Help Philadelphia’’ women’s shelter 
with a number of events over the years. Last 
year, KPMG helped welcome refugees from 
Hurricane Katrina, assisting in their relocation. 
This year, a group of KPMG professionals 
traveled to the Gulf region to help rebuild 
homes with Habitat for Humanity. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to pay tribute to 
KPMG and its people for 100 years of service 
to Philadelphia, for its contributions to the 
growth and health of the city’s commerce, and 
for its many efforts benefiting our community’s 
quality of life. 

f 

HONORING THE FILIPINO 
VETERANS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H. Res. 622, recognizing 
and honoring the Filipino veterans who fought 
during World War II. 

Filipino soldiers fought and died alongside 
American troops at some of the war’s most 
horrific battles like Bataan and Corregidor. 
During the infamous Bataan Death March, 
over six thousand Filipino soldiers lost their 
lives. 

The courage of these soldiers proved crucial 
to turning the tide of the pacific war against 
the Japanese forces occupying the Phil-
ippines, and in ultimately securing victory for 
the United States and the newly independent 
nation of the Philippines. 

In appreciation of the courage and sacrifice 
of the Filipino veterans, President Harry S. 
Truman stated: ‘‘They fought with gallantry 
and courage under most difficult conditions. I 
consider it a moral obligation of the United 
States to look after the welfare of the Phil-
ippine Army veterans.’’ 

Yet for all their sacrifices, Congress in 1946 
divested Filipino soldiers of their military bene-
fits while soldiers of other allied countries re-
tained their status and privileges as American 
veterans. In 2003, Congress finally acted to 
give Veterans Health benefits to the surviving 
Filipino veterans, and I am proud to have sup-
ported that effort, as well as current legislation 
to grant full veteran status to Filipino veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, young Filipino men responded 
to the call of duty over sixty years ago and 
fought valiantly under the American flag. I am 
proud today to support H. Res. 622 and to ex-
tend my gratitude towards these veterans for 
their dedicated service and sacrifice. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. FRED 
KOTLER 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 21, 2006 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a man who exhibited leadership 
and dedication in serving the working men and 
women of the Upper Peninsula and our Na-
tion. On September 23, 2006, Mr. Fred Kotler 
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